
 

 

 

   

 

 
 

 

 

Hamburg, May 6, 2022 

Press release 

 

HafenCity becomes #UNUEBERSEEBAR 

 

33 “moving” portraits as the longest work of art in northern Germany 

 
#UNUEBERSEEBAR (combination of the German words for unmissable and overseas) is currently 
the longest curated artwork in Northern Germany. Mentalgassi, an artist collective from Hamburg 
and Berlin, has portrayed 33 people from HafenCity in collaboration with Hamburg's Affenfaust 
Gallery and in cooperation with Westfield Hamburg-Überseequartier. The photos were transferred 
to 3.44 x 2 meters elements and give viewers a moving experience thanks to a specially developed 
technique. The art installation stretches 385 meters around the construction site of Westfield 
Hamburg-Überseequartier in HafenCity and will be freely accessible from May 6, 2022. 
 

"HafenCity offers a lot of built space and still few opportunities to dock humanly. It is difficult to comprehend 

and grasp. What is the pull of this young district? What is the social cement? That's what interested us. With 

'UNUEBERSEEBAR' we are turning the people who already live and work in HafenCity into scouts who bring 

viewers closer to their district," says Mentalgassi. 

Managers like Lothar Schubert and Chairman of the Management Board such as Dr. Andreas Kleinau of 

HafenCity Hamburg GmbH, politicians like Arne Platzbecker and Jimmy Blum, gallery owners like Nisvican 

Roloff-Ok and Tom Stölting, residents: they are all united by their love of a young district, and they all shape 

the community and the development of the growing quarter on the Elbe. 

 

"One of our core values is to network with, integrate and strengthen regional culture, society and business. In 

our strategy, we summarize this endeavor under the umbrella term 'Better Communities'. We are always 

looking for ways to initiate projects and partnerships during the construction phase, and in the course of our 

exchanges with numerous personalities and institutions, Ellen Blumenstein from Imagine the City ultimately 

brought us together with Affenfaust Galerie. We are very happy about this exciting cooperation and especially 

about the finished artwork 'UNUEBERSEEBAR', which fits in such a unique way with our core idea for Westfield 

Hamburg-Überseequartier, to bring people together at this special place”, says Karen Mester-Lichtsinn, Senior 

Marketing Manager of Westfield Hamburg-Überseequartier. 

 
Since construction sites will be part of the essence of HafenCity for some years to come, it was important to 

the artists not to hide them, but to integrate them into the installation. "Just as the face of the district is 

constantly changing, so too are the faces of those portrayed as they pass by," says Marcus Schild of 

Affenfaust Galerie. The view that emerges of the construction site also reveals the people involved in 

building HafenCity, and the emergence of the extension of Hamburg's city center can be followed. Very 

personal video messages from those portrayed and the making-of of the artwork on 

ueberseequartier.de/unueberseebar/ also make the project #UNUEBERSEEBAR on the web. 
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c/o JDB MEDIA GmbH      
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About Mentalgassi 
Mentalgassi is an artist collective from Hamburg and Berlin that uses (portrait) photography for urban interventions. They use 
everyday objects, interpret them or transform them into something unusual and new. Their materials are often photographs on 
paper or foil. The name comes not by chance, because the artists use their art to walk mentally and are inspired by places, people, 
but often also socially relevant topics. 
 
About Affenfaust Galerie 
The Affenfaust Gallery has been offering young and established artists a forum for contemporary art since 2012. Its exhibition 
program ranges from various positions in painting, drawing and sculpture to spatial installations, performances and video works. The 
curatorial understanding of the two gallery owners Frederik Schäfer and Marcus Schild is based on a consistent openness to new 
forms of expression. Thus, different formats and projects are realized again and again, some of which take place in public space or 
outside Hamburg. 
In addition to a presentation platform for currently relevant art, the Affenfaust Galerie sees itself as a place of networking: the 
'monkey's fist', a particularly intricate sailor's knot used in merchant shipping to weigh down the stern line when ships dock, stands 
metaphorically for a creative knotting of art and culture with regard to the gallery. 
 
About Westfield Hamburg-Überseequartier 
In Westfield Hamburg-Überseequartier in Hamburg's HafenCity district, a total of 14 buildings are under construction for a new 
vibrant destination with outstanding architecture and a unique mix of uses. Retail, entertainment concepts and more than 40 dining 
units are closely coordinated with offices for around 4,000 workplaces, three hotels, a cruise ship terminal and a total of 600 
apartments. The quarter is optimally integrated into the local infrastructure with its own metro station, bus lines and various 
mobility services. The mixed-used project comprises a total area of 419,000 square metres and will be executed by Unibail-Rodamco- 
Westfield with a total investment of more than one billion euros. 

 

About Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield 
Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield is the premier global developer and operator of Flagship Destinations, with a portfolio valued at €54.5 
Bn as at December 31, 2021, of which 86% in retail, 6% in offices, 5% in convention & exhibition venues and 2% in services. 
Currently, the Group owns and operates 85 shopping centres, including 53 Flagships in the most dynamic cities in Europe and the 
United States. Present on two continents and in 12 countries, Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield provides a unique platform for retailers 
and brand events and offers an exceptional and constantly renewed experience for customers. 
With the support of its 2,800 professionals and an unparalleled track-record and know-how, Unibail-Rodamco- Westfield is ideally 
positioned to generate superior value and develop world-class projects. Unibail-Rodamco- Westfield distinguishes itself by its Better 
Places 2030 agenda, that sets its ambition to create better places that respect the highest environmental standards and contribute to 
better cities. Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield stapled shares are listed on Euronext Amsterdam and Euronext Paris (Euronext ticker: URW), 
with a secondary listing in Australia through Chess Depositary Interests. The Group benefits from a BBB+ rating from Standard & Poor’s 
and from a Baa2 rating from Moody’s. 

For more information, please visit www.urw.com 
Visit our Media Library at https://mediacentre.urw.com 
Follow the Group updates on Twitter @urw_group, Linkedin @Unibail-Rodamco-Westfield and Instagram 

 


